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recently worked principally for the supply of fuel for the line. The
work in the Forest department has now become so heavy that an
additional Forest officer has been posted to the District.

Salem is rich in minerals. Gold, iron, saltpetre, mica, corundum,
rubies, magnesite, and crystalline limestone have all been found.
Dr. Heyne, an Indian medical officer who toured
throughout the country in the early part of last
century, refers to some gold-mines at Siddharkovil, a place conjectured
to be near Rayakottai. Gold used to be found also at the foot of the
Kanjamalai hills, people washing for it in the streams after the rains.
No gold in workable quantities is found now. Licences have been
taken out for prospecting in the village of Kanavaypudur in the Salem
taluk and in the Kurumbapatti ' reserved' forests of the Shevaroy Hills,
but the search has been without result.

Magnetic iron ore of an excellent quality is found in practically
inexhaustible abundance in the District, but the scarcity of cheap fuel
prevents its utilization. The iron beds occur chiefly in five groups:
the Kanjamalai group at the hill of the same name, the Godumalai
group in the Salem-Atur valley, the Singipatti group 4 miles south of
the Godumalai, the Kollaimalai-Talamalai group in the eastern part of
the Namakkal taluk^ and the Tirthamalai group in the Uttangarai tdhtk.
In the villages in the vicinity of these beds the ore is smelted in the
primitive Indian fashion, but not to the same extent as formerly when
there was no competition from English wrought iron. Salem iron was
famous in the early years of the last century, and a company known as
the Porto Novo Iron Company worked the ores on the Kanjamalai
hills at foundries established at PORTO Novo in South Arcot and at
Pularnpatti on the Cauvery in the Tiruchengodu taluk. As the jungles
diminished, charcoal for smelting had to be brought from longer
distances, and the working expenses became too heavy to allow of any
profit. The company finally ceased to exist about 1867. At present
two firms hold prospecting licences for the Kanjamalai iron, but
nothing has yet been done to develop it.

Saltpetre gives work to three refineries at Mohanur in the Namakkal
taluk* Mica-mining operations were conducted for a short time in
the villages of Chinnamanali and Cholasiramani, but have ceased.
Corundum is extracted under a mining lease at Komarapalaiyam in
the Namakkal taluk. In a number of other villages also corundum
is found, and the right to quarry for it is annually leased out by
auction. Along with the corundum, rubies are sometimes discovered.
Magnesite is being extracted under a mining lease in five Government
villages and one jaglr village in the Salem taluk. The area leased is
1,131 acres, and in 1904 the out-turn was 174 tons in Government
land and 1,141 tons in jaglr land.